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LGBTI HEALTH STRATEGY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.04 am]: I rise to inform the 
house of the progression of the McGowan government’s election commitment to establish a recovery college 
model for Western Australia and the provision of increased funding for a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
intersex health strategy. 
Many Western Australians experience problems associated with their own mental health and often require acute 
care. As a government, one of our aims is to support people to stay out of hospital and keep well in the community. 
To do this we have committed $200 000 to develop a recovery college model of service. Existing recovery colleges 
in Australia complement support services by enabling self-directed recovery and learning opportunities about 
recovery and wellbeing for people with mental health and co-occurring alcohol and other drug issues in a safe and 
welcoming place. The “Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan” identifies that 
there is a need to develop and expand local recovery services offering assistance and support individuals to 
maintain personal recovery and live well in the community. We know how important it is to involve people in the 
decisions that impact them, which is why a critical factor in supporting the success of recovery colleges is the 
co-design of the model of service. The co-design process will engage consumers, their families and carers, and 
health workers in the design and development of the model. 
The minister also announced as part of this that an expert panel will be established to oversee the development of 
a unique, comprehensive and co-designed model of service for Western Australia. The expert panel will be 
appointed through an open expression-of-interest process, to be overseen by the Mental Health Commission and 
will consist of representatives from both the mental health and alcohol and other drug sectors. I encourage 
consumers, carers and family representatives, clinicians, service providers and other experts from these fields to 
apply. The model of service to be developed by the expert panel will be based on evidence of what already works 
and will also give consideration to the local context here in Western Australia. It will be out for public consultation 
and comment next year, prior to the Mental Health Commission presenting a formal business case to the state 
government for consideration. 
I am also pleased to inform the house that the minister has announced a $120 000 funding boost for a new LGBTI 
health strategy. Coordinated through the Department of Health, the strategy will provide a framework to raise 
awareness of specific health and mental health challenges for LGBTI people. The McGowan government is 
committed to reviewing existing government policies and programs to prevent inadvertent discrimination, ensuring 
they are in line with the principles of equality and inclusiveness. The health strategy will support existing services, 
including a gender diversity service providing children and adolescents with a multidisciplinary approach to 
assessment, care and treatment, where appropriate, of issues relating to gender dysphoria and gender identity; and 
a gender diversity assessment and consultation service at YouthLink. I am proud to have the opportunity to inform 
the house of these two important contributions to the health of Western Australians. 
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